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IRTRODUCTION 


The purporee of this casay is to trece the 
steps followed by & Cheplain in the establishment 
of &® program of feligicus Education at a United 
States Naval Air Station; te indieste the prob- 
lems attendant in the process; to give & general 
evaluation of the program in operation; to compare 
the probleme with these set by other Chaplains in 
setting up such programe; indicate the two mein 
streinus of thought in the fielé of Keligious edu- 
cation; and finally to emphasize the necessity of 
the chaplein knowing where he stanéa with regard 
to hia philesophy of Christian ¢ducation vefore he 
undertakes to set up & progrem for his conetitu- 


ency. 
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Development of the relisioua education vcrogram at 

the Navel Air Station, Memphis, Tennessee, 

* 8ackeround eeoee err eevee eee eeereeeneeonrevrr eases PaO 
» Survey of the ei tuation csasvcccnesesvsuses 

» Froecurement of BULGING ccc ceca vecccceceas 

» Preliminary staff meeting ci cscsseccnccnes 

. Pre-geehool trainimg e@@6lon .csescceeunees 

» Seleetion of Literature coccessssecescuxas 

« Bvtluation Of teeehitia .csevccsicvnvsasves 
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- gurvey of what other mllitary chépleains have 

gone in establishing programs of relicious edu- 

eetion, 
1. Procurement Of DULLGInge coc cssnteonsvcuse 
@,. Securing and training teachers .....cee058. 
3. Selection of Literature ..ccscsssearsveces 
4, enlisting ccoperation of parents ....csees 
S. Goope Of Che POMPOM ce siceveseusseevaeeur 
6. The Gervice “en's Christian League ......4. 


Sasie Iesues in religious eduestion which the 
Cheplsin must eveluete, 
1. Mlarification of objectives .....essseeees 
2. Traditional Protestant teachings? ....ceees 
3. Progressive or “liberal” movemente ....15+ 


Some conclusions, 
1, Regarding the eelection and training 
of teachers eseenveescueseeenermaeeeeeonereeeweeneee 
2. Segarding the selection of literature .... 
3, Regarding the enlistment of the coopers-~- 
tion of the parents in the total program., 
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I. Development of he *hialene Ee maasieet rogram at the Paval 
ir Stetion Tennesse 


During the course of vorlé war Two the Nevel Air Sta- 
tion at Heaphis, Tennessee, beesme the focel peint of train- 
ing for mény thousands of young sen just entering the 
technical training schocls of the air arm of the Havy, To 
provide for their religious needs, a Chapel wae erected at 
the center of the Station at a eest of some forty thousanis 
ef dollars. This chapel was utilised for Protestant, Homan 
fatholic, and Jewish services, Ag many ae five services vere 
hnelé each Sunday in the Chapel, ae well os numerous dally 
services, The seating capacity wes only four hundred fifty, 
so it beeane necessary for the Chaplains to hold cther serv- 
fees in @rill halle and barracks to take care of those who 
were unable to get in the Chapel for regular services, 4 
chapter of the Service Men's Christien League wae organized 
anéd s Sible clase was held on Yednesday nighte but attendance 
wae never very great at either, according to the recorée now 
aveiledle in the Chepel. This just about completes the list 
of activities which might be classified as belonging in the 
aphere of religious education, There were some activities 
for homan Catholic and Jewish personnel, but they will not be 
considered in this paper ae it ie the writer's intention te 
Geal with the religious educational activities handled by 
the Protestant Charlaine, 


4 
ee Le Oe hd ee a Le ee DS ee ee 


[aves oo? 58 ©@tnoy) sosi nous) sunlalie"®§ 29 soemeesfeve, .t 
| -pgasonnet ,sidoges 09 fesse aia 


~ate tla Lavat edt ow? tev bliov te seater od? gaited 
-niew Yo tnheqg [éae0? edé ooaced ,eengencet ,oliqess 2a nels 
| ed? galtetay faut cen paver To a fmss ved ram 109 gel 
of .¥veu ed? te ona 41 od? Yo afoodse geizias? ladigdoed 
fa tetgete aay Lecad> 2. ,eteea avopntien tieds sot ebivety 
| @haeaveds yfto? ence to feqe & ba aotsato add we <etmwes os 
—ssd|ss tmmett dastantort 10% bestttey now fegade witt .wialdeb Yo 
otow seoltvtee evil eo tnam aA avcivrte datisn Gon ,othedbas 
Vilas quotemun a0 Liev oa cieqnt? edt at nana toad Gee 
4/227 berthed wert qine sew ghiseqes guideee oat eoohvies 
| —"ae0 tedto blod oF entalqadd od@ <0 qitessoén onened Of Ge 
aw woods Ye otn0 eed of atoetiad bas eliad titue ah adel 
| 4 ~eeolvtee saluge1 102 foqad> od at ton ot an etew 
| dealnagio sav supers naitetid> a'nem obtvess ad’ Ye webgeds 
| wonmtmerda tud afdgta yabeouteY ne Bad anw sxate afte s ne 
| won Sht0907 edd OF gnibosos yaeitic #6 Fadia taey even sew 
| pelt ead notetqoon tweds Jou aid? .toqadl) Ade A) efealsova 
| edd nt geignoted a0 Selideeets oc tiple Aeidv Gott Ivives te 
| seiéivites moe stew sted? .notéaonbe tuelpiies to eted@e | 
| ed fon [ihe ved? tad (lennoet]99 detwet San olfetie nemet ted | 
of motineent s'te¢ite sdé¢ at #2 en Teqeeg elt? at Govedlanse 
"@ teldaat cofrtetroa fenoltaevte enolgifos of) aitw feed 


| 


Foesibly the neager program cutlined above wea ae 
adequate ag anything that could be done, for it must be kent 
in mind that the persennel roster of the Station at thet time 
wag conetently changing. The esehocls ranced in length from 
a few weeks to six or eight months, Church ettendance was 
high fer most of those in achool knew thet it would be only 
a short time until they woulé be in seme fereign country or 
aboard ship, and probebly in combat in envy case, Sut each 
main wee very buey with hie sehool work and it is not at ail 
likely thet an appreciable number would have had the time to 
have attended cther activities had 2 more intensive progran 
of religious education been undertaken. 

tmuring the war years there were no chiléren living on 
the Station, Some of the officers and men had their families 
come to Memphis for a short time, but they were at leaat 
twenty miles from the station and the Chaplain could not make 
their religious training hie direct responsibility. The 
people who had their children with them either tock them to 
the church of their preference in Meuphis or let them stay 
at heme and read the comics or risy in the park, They did 
not regularly bring them to the Naval Station even for formal 
services, for the Chapel wae overcrowded with service rergon- 
nel, 

At the close of the war, however, the situation 
changved markediy, The Navy Department Ceelenated the sir 


Station at Femphis ae a permanent inetallation ané began 
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bullding housing projects (cottages ané apartments) on the 
reservation for the use of personnel stationeé there, The 
number of hovueing units constructed by the Navy wae quite 
nemligible, however, ané moet families had to eeek living 
quartera off the Station. Coneurrent with the dealgnation of 
the Air Station as & rnermanent inetallation, several private 
real catate coupanies bescan housing developments in the 
little town of Hillington, Tennessee, just & mile away, Aa 
a result, more ané sore fawilies of service personne] moved 
into the area. As housing became availeble, faailliers that 
had been livine in Memphis and other surrounding towns began 
to move in order to be as near ae possible to the place where 
the husband bad duty. In oe very short time there came to be 
more than one thousand families of Nevel personnel residing 
on or near the Air “Station. 

The churches of Millington had practically no faetli- 
ties for earing for thie influx of reeidents. Their Sunday 
Sehoole were overcrowded before the new housing developments 
were becun, toth the Methodist and Saptiet churches built 
annexes to their educational buildings but within a very 
short time their facilities were again overtaxed and new resi- 
Gents were moving in each week, Time after tine the Chaplain 
received reporte from parents who hed taken their children 
to the Methodiat Church only to find no room for them in the 
Samiay Geheel, They then went across the etreet to the 


gaptiest Church end found the same situation existing there. 


It became apparent immediately that the children living on 
the Alr ftation, and probably a great seny of these living 
outelide, would hive no religious instruction unless aeme sort 
of progrem were set up by the Cheplain, 

After severei of the parente bad approached the Char- 
lain about the poasibility of organizing a Sunday Sehool, he 
set out to find a way to get something started. The firat 
thing he tried to do was to find out just how many would be 
enrolled go ae to have something definite te lay before the 
fonmanding Officer when @ requeet wae submitted for an ade- 
quate building, The wife of one of the officers on the 
Admireal’se Staff agreed to organize & committee of ladies to 
make & survey of the homes of Navy personnel in the lmamediate 
ares to determine the ectusl numder of dependents ond the 
number who woulé be interested in attending the Cundey Geheol. 
Four people were placed on the comnittee and, inecfer aa it 
wae possible, the survey was conducted by telephone. Those 
homes not reacheé by telephone were visited by members of the 
committee, The heed of the comulttee reported that not only 
were they given 4 cordial reception, whether calling by tele- 
phone or in person, but that most parents were genuinely 
enthugiastic about the possibllities of getting « program of 
religioue education aturted imuediately, when the informa- 
tion esheets were tabulated it wae found that there were two 
hundred seventy-one (271) children, ranging in ege from one 


to sixteen, whose perents said they would definitely ve 
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enrolled and would attend if a Sunday School were orgeniaed, 
In addition, fifty-three (53) sGulte indicated thetr willing- 
nese to work in some carseity or other in the school. “ost 
ef thea wanted to be “substitute” teachers, saying that they 
éid not feel thencelves to be se well qualified se others 
whom the Chaplain could get te teach, On the whole, however, 
the response wae much better than had been expected, 

It should be pointed out thet one of the reasons for 
the good resronee wae that the Chaplain hed written an arti- 
ale for the Station's weekly newspaper indicating the purpose 
of the survey and the epprexiaate time the committee members 
woulé be culling. The article etreeced the need for workers 
in any Sunday 2cehool and urged those who were concerned for 
the epiritual welfare ef the Navy children to give serious 
consideration for the needs of the scon-to-be-organized pro- 
@ram at the Station, 

Information sheets were filled out for femiliesr of all 
religions, Those indicating preference for “oman Catholic 
instruction vere turned over to the Catheliec Chaplain for 
whatever setion he might want to take with regard to classes 
of instruction, Those indicating that the faniliy wae Jewl ah 
were turned over to a Nabbi in vemphie who made regular 
vyielte to the jtation to sinister to those of hie feith. 

The Chapleain'’s next step wae to discues the reeults 
of this survey with the txecutive and Commanding officers, 


soth were genuinely interested in the situation and aaw the 
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enrolled and would attend if a Sunday School were organized. 
In addition, fifty-three (53) adulte indicated thetr willing- 
nese to work in some caraeity or other in the school. ost 
of thea wanted to be “substitute” teachers, saying that they 
gid not feel thencelves to be ss well quelified se others 
whos the Chaplain could get te teach, On the whole, bowever, 
the response wae much better than had been expected, 

It should be pointed out thet one of the reseons for 
the good resronse wae that the Chaplain hed written an arti- 
ele for the Station's weekly newspaper indieating the purpose 
of the survey end the erproxioaate time the committee menbers 
woulé be calling. The erticle etreeced the need for workers 
in any Sunday 2enool and urged those who were concerned for 
the epiritual welfare of the Navy children to give serious 
consideration for the needs of the scon-to-be-organized pro- 
@ram at the station, 

Information sheeta were filled out for feailiera of a11 
religions, Those indicating preference for “omen Catholic 
instruction were turned over to the Cathelic Chaplain for 
whatever sotion he might want to take with regard to clasees 
of instruction, Those indicating that the family wae Jewl ah 
were turned over to «= Babbi in vemphie who made regular 
visite to the Station to sinister to those of hie faith, 

The Chaplain'’s next step wae to ¢iseuss the reaulte 
of this survey vith the ®xecutive and Commanding officers, 


goth were genuinely interested in the situation and saw the 


need of getting & procrem inte action with the least possibie 
delay. The Commanmiing Officer esiled in the fublic Yorks 
officer (the pergon in charge of &]11 buildings and equipment} 
and seked that 6 sultedle building be made available to the 
Thaplein within two weeks time, He etuted thet he did not 
have @ really gesairable building available, but that there 
wie @ two-story barracks building near the Chapel thet could 
possibly be utilized with some iaproviging. This seemed to 
be the beet solution to the immediate situation so it was 
agreed that the Cherlein would icok the building over and 
make recommendations es to necessary vork, After getting the 
committee of ledies that meade the survey to come down and 
look the building over ané aake their recommendations, the 
Chaplain proceeded to vor with the proper authorities «nd 
got the preject eterte¢d., The building was first cleaned up, 
some partitions were erected, and tables, chairae, fans, 
pianos, and other necesasry equipaent vere brought in from 
every avallable source, Gand tables, worship center-tables, 
gma11 benches and chairs, were conetructed by the Public 
works Department, but not withcut numerous felaye for jobve of 
"“silitary neceesity” of course had high priority. “ost of 
the work wee done by parents st night end on holidays. One 
Chief Petty Officer told the Chaplain thet he put in over 

one hundred houre within e period of eix weeks, He waa not 
eafying thet in expectation of praise but with e feeling of 
pride in having done something worthwhile. 
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Then, just gbout the tine it looked fairly ehipwshepe, 
the inevitable happeneé. Feople in other bepartmente began 
to look with envious eyes upen thia section and that room of 
the building. The Cheplain was anprosehed by numerous groune 
who wanted juet & “couple of roome” for this or that activity, 
SO it became necessary to meke some firm decisions ar to juet 
how the building ecculd be used by others without conflict 
with the program of the Sunday Sehool, It wae finally 
éeciced to restrict the use of the building to the activities 
connected with the Gundey School, Soy Scouts, Girl Seoute, 
cub Scouts, end an ameteur radio station, This made aveil- 
able fourteen rooms for class meetings eané one large ascembly 
room which could seat the totel enroliment of the cunday 
ighool. 

vith something definite now with regard to a meeting 
place, the Chaplain called & meeting of 411 those whe hed 
indiceted their willingness to serve on the staff of the 
gunéay 2chool. ach of the fifty-three people whe had incti- 
ented interest in the work was contacted and urged to attend 
this opening meeting for the purpose of discussing the needs 
of the situation and to formulate plans for the getual open- 
ing of the school, For one resson or another there were 
fourteen absentees when the meeting ware held, 8ut with 
thirty-nine people present there was certainly an indication 
of interest on the part of the perente in setting & progran 


ef relicioue inetruction started for their children. 
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This firat aeeting wae rather brief and consleted 
chiefly of a atatement by the Cheplain as to his conception 
of the neede and opportunities involved. Hach person present 
wae asked to indicate firet and second preferences ar to age 
groupe with which they wanted to work, the type of work pre- 
ferrec, and previous experience in public or Sunday saehool 
teaching, The question wae then raised as to what Literature 
would be used. It Lomediately became apparent that no ready 
agreement could be resehed among the seabers of this group 
for there were people from the Assembly of cod, the Protestant 
Epilecepe1 Church, end various other denominations in between! 
One of the things heard frequently during the courre of the 
Giseuszion wes, “I want my child to learn more about the 
Bible. why shouldn't we just study the Sible and not bother 
with other literature, except possibly to get picture carde 
for the ehildren who are too email to read the Sible?". 8t111 
others wanted the chaplain to select the literature and sive 
it to them to "teach," 

The Chaplain sugsested that the matter of the selec~ 
tion of literature be helé in abeyance until softer the next 
meeting when it wae hoped that some of the leading religious 
educational workers of Memphia would be present to aesist in 
getting the program started, This wee agreed upon ant the 
meeting war ac journed, 

Tamediately after the meeting, first one ané then 


another of the lsdies cornereé the Chaplain and sugested 
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that there could be no doubt but that thie or that literature 
would meet the need«e of any Sunday School thet wae Christian, 
In eseh inetance the ledy wae positive that the literature of 
her denomingtion would alwaya "be true to the teachings of 
Jesus,” Within « day or two the Chaplain received a tele- 
phone 811 from the pastor of one of the lerger Churches in 
Yeaphis. This peetor eaxid thet he hed heard that we were 
aeking plans to open a sunday Gehool at the Air Stetion ané 
that bis Church would be glad to furnish sll the literature 
nesdeé for the project for the first year, He added thet 
there was no doubt in hie mind but that hie congrecation 
would be giad to continue their generosity indefinitely, 
The Chaplain thankeé the centlesen for his coneern and, &s 
tactfully ae poesible, informed hin that he did net feel it 
woulé be wise to accept such an offer. First of sill, 1t was 
not a body of literature the Chaplain wanted to see used for 
it wee purely sectarian in nature, Geeondly, it waa not 
necessary from the purely financial point of view, for the 
people who would be involved in the program hed already indi- 
ented that they would eupport the school with their gifts as 
well se their tine, | 

The next step was to arrange with the leaders of the 
religious educations] prosrans of three of the lerger cenomi-~- 
nations to meet with the Chepleain and plan & brief teacher- 
treining progrem, At this meeting a faculty wee selected 


from 8 list of those people considered to be doing the bert 
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work in the varioue departments of their reapective churches 
in Memphis, These peonle were contacted and a date set for 
& four-hour cession with the prospective workers &t the 4ir 
Stetion, ‘when the tiue arrived for this training session, 
thirty-seven people were present to receive instruetion, 
This wae considered a rether rewarkable showing in view of 
the fact that it wae found that one of the members of the 
committee charged with the responaidility of contaeting the 
prospective workers had fatled to do ber fob and some ten or 
twelve reople did not get the word about the meeting. 

The Chaplain opened the aesecion with a brie? introdue- 
tory stetenent «8 to ite purpose. He then presented the 
birector of Religious fcucation of one of the large churches 
in Memphis who spoke for fifteen minutes on "Why & Program of 
Religious Kducation?’”, This telk wae rather general but was 
presented quite well and seemed to serve the purpose of 
heightening the interest of those present in the neceasity of 
earing for the religious needa of their children. After thie 
talk the Chaplain introduced as “experte”™ the vieiting teach- 
erg who would tell how ther did their jobe in their own 
churches, The prosrective workers in the soon~to-be- 
established Sundsy Sehool ef the Naval Air station were 
then divided up according to age group interests, The 
Memphie workers in the Mindergarten, Primary, Junior, end 
Intersediste Departaents then met with them for the next 


three and one-hslif hours, 


LL 


The Cheplein visited each of there groupe during the 
course of the evening snd found thet even though four dif- 
ferent denominations were represented in the vielting faculty 
the emphaeis wee upon the life-situation approach rether than 
the material-centered. One of the teachere frankiy stated 
later in & private conversation with the Chaplain thet her 
chureh followed in the authoritarian tradition but that she 
took the materiale they eeve her andi used thet which fit the 
gituation &a resource material. If it wae not relevent to 
the situation she and her pupile ignered it «end developed 
their own course of study out of their own experience of 
working together, 

Thies meeting for teacher-training before the setual 
epening of the Sunday School wes very helpful in presenting 
m point of view that many of the people who became teachers 
had never been exposed to, Several of thea afterverd atated 
to the Cheplein thet they had always thought that getting 
ready to teach s funday Sehool class consisted of “Learning 
the material in the quarterly and then tranmnitting it to 
the echiléren the next morning.” It must not be inferred from 
the above statements that this one seesion with trained 
workers turned out ® competent, well-rounded staff of teach~ 
eres for the Sundey Sehocl of the faveal Alr Stetion. It did 
net change the fundasental conceptions held by many of the 
workers, but it €16 at leaet expose them to the i¢es thet 


what they had alwaya done in the past might not be the only 
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way to teach, It did esuse several of them te think and to 
do @ome reading and experimenting, which certainly justified 
the expenéiture of effort thet went into the planning and 
execution of the training seasion, 

The following week a meeting of all workers was held 
for the purpoce of diecuesing the literature citvuation. Ho 
resliy satisfactory solution to the problem could be reached. 
The tendeney was for the workers in esch are group to want 
to use the Literature that was used by the worker from Memphis 
in the training sersion. They had seen how someone who was 
eoneidered on expert had successfully used a particular piece 
of literature ond se they naturally felt that it would be 
good to start with it. After a long disevacion 1t was finally 
agreeé thet Literature would be obtained from the various 
churches in wemphie for the remainder of the current quarter 
of the yeer, and then to place an order for the next quarter 
for the tavid ¢, Cook Company's non-denominational material, 
The litersture obtained from Memphis churches waa ae follows; 

Nursery, Kindergarten, Primary: Methodist 

Junier: ‘Southern Saptist 

Intermediate: YPreebyterian 

Senior: Protestant Spiecorpal. 
the factor governing the use of the meterial for Seniors was 
ite availability. The teacher werking with the Seniors had 
asked for United Lutheren material but it wes impossible to 
obtain it locally and would have taken too lone to order 1t 
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from the Lutheran publishers. 

It should be pointed ovt here that once the echool 
setuelily got under way the literature problem 416 not cose up 
agéin insofar as the teachere were concerned. They became so 
involveéd in the work of the class ané with extre curricular 
activitier with their groups that the métertal in the Llitera- 
ture really became a seconéery matter and was, for the most 
part, adapted to the needs of the children. YLth one or two 
exceptions the teachers seemed to try to take the chiléren 
ae they were ané to intercret to them the meanings of the 
christien faith for Gaily living. From the point of view of 
the chaplain there was the erux of the whole situation, for 
there were many and varied interpretations of what Christi- 
enity might mean in different circumstances, Almeet without 
exception, the teacher went into the clase with a pretty fire 
notion aa to what she wanted to accomrlich, he tried to 
begin with the underetanding of the child and to teach hin 
what would be the Chrietian way of living uncer partieuler 
eircumatances, True enough, she used the available iltersture 
ae resource material and 614 not atteart to get the child to 
memorize it or to remember it es such, ut she 414 use it 
and any other material she could get for the purpese of rein- 
foreing her idea of what being Chrietian meant in thet 
particular sitvation. That wae particularly true with ref- 
erence to the use of the Bible. It wae seeented as the norm 


of Christian experience and woe usually appealed to aa the 
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fins] authority on most eny question, Time ani time again, 
teachers woulé oca1] the Chaplain during the week and aek 
where to fing « Biblical reference to “prove” such end such 
@ point. Ané nothing thet the Chaplain ever said or did 
toward urging that the Sible be used as @ study of what 
people had dene and thought in the past about dod and Christ 
ang how to live te¢ether, ever seemed to have ony effect 
whatsoever on this rather prevalent attitude, 

Several of the teachers were ecllese gcreduates and hed 
had teaching experience in the public achoole employing mod- 
ern educational techniques, They seesecd, however, to have 
developee an anbivalent attitude toward the teaching of 
children in the Sunday Sehool, On the one hané they felt 
that they must begin with the child and follow a life- 
centered approach, On the other hand they had the idea that 
there simply muet be certain “saving” knowledge which showld 
be lapsarted to the ohild in some way or another. Thie 
brousht about a curious mixture of method. The teacher 
would insist that she was using the literature (whatever it 
might be) ae resource materiel, and ot the sene time would 
be doing her best to see that the ehllid came in the last 
anelyesiea “to secept what the Bible said ae finel.” This 
attitude was gubstantially the same, whether the teacher wang 
® bigh school graduate with ne formal teacher training, or 
& college graduate with yeoare of public echool teaching expe- 


rience, Ae @ result, it ie feered that many of the ehildren 
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eculd heave attended Sunday Gchool regularly for a year or 

two (the normed length of reeidence on the Air Stetion) with- 
out ever heaving c@ined a very clear conception of what it 
meane tc be a follower of the Chriet. 

Tt was mentioned that there were exceptione to the 
genera) attitude of the teachers toward how the work of the 
funday Sehool should be carried on for best resulite, One of 
the teachere wes convinced that the Sible and nothing but 
the Sible should be taught. ‘Sundsey efter Sunday the neabers 
of her claes came bringing their ®ibles and reé penelle for 
underlining. The teacher would open the clases sension with 
& preyer, Séking God to open their minde that they sight 
“rightly divide the word of truth,” ond then proceed to give 
the eclise line upon Line ané precept upon precept, telling 
them what the peseace renlly meant: Wow it 1s prebeble that 
the youngster who came faithfully to thie clase cid learn 
eome things thet will be helrful in daily living. He cer- 
tainly came to know more about the Bible than he had before, 
woet of the members of the clae? didn't even know where to 
begin to lock for a particular book in the Bible when they 
etarted to study under this teacher, They had no knowledge 
whatsoever of ite content. The tescher d1d succeed in getting 
them to be Sible-conecious, They memorized the names of the 
beoks of both O1¢ and New Testaments, They learned the 
meaning of the term “proof-text,” and could soon find some 


with & Little essistance from the tescher, They ciue to know 
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@ little eosethine about the content of the New Teetament and 
hed & vague idea és to the weaning of the 1d Testament. But 
they most certsiniy hed neo clesr idea of how ell this wae to 
be integrated into their day by day living revtine. They did 
nave a high regeré {as 614 the Chaplain ané the other sen~- 
bere of the freulty) for the character of the teacher, end 
Litely hed a feeling that the knowleége of the Sible which 
she poesessed hed something to de with the quality of life 
she Cierleyed to the community. And thet wae sonething se 
good thet they wanted te emulate it in their own lives, so 
the tencher covlé lesd them enywhere. It ia extremely coubt- 
ful, however, if the averace momber of that clase ever really 
earrieé over into his public sehool activities and attitudes 
anything from the Sunday School other than the beneficent 
influence of the teacher's personality. 

By way of contrast, there wae the work of two Frimary 
teachers. One hed taught sehool for & number of years in a 
situation where the most progressive educational methode were 
utilized, she not only had the theory of child-ceritered edu- 
eation but also hed the patience and skill and faith to 
attempt to put the theory into practice in a Sunday Scheel 
clase, The other was not a trained school teacher but a 
housewife anf mother who tried to ankxe her home & true cemoc- 
raey and helped her own children to crow witheut coercion or 
inéootrination, These two teschere carried on in the Sunday 


Sehool & program that eliminated practically 811 disciplinary 
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problems. The situation created in the classroom wee one 
wherein esech chilé felt thet he was having & psrt in wheat wae 
being Cone, end where enccuragement wae given when scet 
needec. These teachers reslized thet 1% is normal for ¢chil- 
dren of the prisery age to be active and no attempt wae sade 
to see thet each child sat et111 and sade no nolee, Ineteadc, 
een child vee eneournged to express himaelf rather fully. 
Yhen one got out of line to the extent thet he wae « Gia- 
treeting influence upon most of the others, the teachers did 
not seold or cajcle, but woulé point out thet Joey wes work- 
ing with the others and that they 11 were trying to ¢o 
something together for the good of s11. est of the time 
thie method worked remarkebly well and little Joey would set- 
tle Gown without feeling that the teacher hed forced hin to 
ée 90 ageinet his will. It was the Chaplain‘'e feeling that 
these two teachers were really accompliehing something that 
woulé be lasting, for these children were learning how to 
live tegether by Going thinge which helped then to grow in 
thelr capscity to give and take on a truly Christian basis. 
Toe gay the lesset, @ child in such a situation #a this would 
seem to have a better chance of seeing the relevance of 
christian principles te life then would the ehildé who alanly 
memorizes ible verses, 

Then, ef course, there were the meiority of the teach- 
ere who fell in between the two illuetrationg siven. They 


were the ones whe hed & vague idee that the Sunday School wan 
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& fine thing ané should be carrieé on for the cood of the 
ehiléren, but they hed no resl understanding of what 
Curietian education should secomplish. They felt thet the 
teseher shovld be able to keep the children reasonably quiet, 
ané interested encugh to participate in whet goes on in the 
clieercom, They would take the lessen material given to them 
ard study it more or lese, with the view of getting something 
out of it that coulé be handed on to the clase on Sunday morn- 
ing. Host of them honestly tried to adant the meterial to 
the understanding of the chilé. All of them certainly had « 
genuine concern for the well-being of the children or they 
woulé net have teken the trouble to have prepsred the lessons 
ané met with the classes. These people wanted to see the 
children develops and proved to be amenable to sugcestions és 
to how they could best éo their jobe of teaching. They vere 
the veople whe could be counted on always to attend training 
geagionse and eteaff neetings. 

The organization of the Sunday School at Hemphie fol- 
lowed the depertmentalizetion common to moet Protestant 
churches. The Mursery and indergerten Depertmente were 
unusually large, making up some forty percent of the total 
enrollment of the achool., The frimery and Junior Departments 
tock in another forty percent, while the Intermediate Depart- 
ment head about twelve pereent and the Senior Department only 
five percent, The Closely Graded plan wae followed through 


the intermediate Department, with classes corresponding to 
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public school classification. The Seniors were first divided 
inte two classes but that proved impracticable as it was éif- 
ficult to get two efficient teachers for thes and the 
majority wanted to stay together in one eclees anyway. As 

for adults, cone class was organized for them in the bezinning 
with the hope that othere wight develop later. A rather good 
Bible teacher wae rut in cherce of the class ené he vert up 
an everage attendance of some fifteen or sixteen, most of 
whom were enlieted men who were unmarried. The Chéplein 
tried to develop an interest in & married couples class, but 
é1é not suceeed in getting one started. One of the ressons 
given by many of the young courles wes thet they had to stey 
nose to leok efter the baby. Yhile that excuse might not 
neve been valid when & party was given on Saturdey night, it 
seemed to be perfectly scecentedle on Sundey morning. 

No general sereembly wee helé for the Gunéay Ssehool, 
though there were s number of people who wented something of 
that sort. The majority of the staff felt thet 4 cepartzentsl 
acsemaDly was best, so thie plan wae followed, The assembly 
lesteé only ten minutes and proved to be very popular with 
the chilcren. They presented, for the most part, the entire 
assembly programe and it wae coneigered @ privilege to teke 
part, The Adult Bible Claes had a very brief “devotionsi”® 
consisting of a prayer and hymn. tione of the classes had 


lese than fifty minutes of actusl classroom work, 
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ie for the non-teaching members of the steff, the 
Chaplain seted ae Chairman of the Seard of Christian Hdues- 
tion, the Superintendent of the Sunday Sechcol and hie 
aesietent, the Secretary, and the Treasurer, setuslly carried 
on the aéministretion in much the same wey as regulerly ergan- 
izeé echoclis in civilian churches, The Soerd of Christian 
sivuesation waa actually the teaching staff plus the sdminia- 
trative officers nazed above, Thie Yoard met monthly end 
prectically 411 menbers attended most meetings. Some loader 
in Christian educational verk was brought from Memohie for 
each of the first several meetings for the purpose of disecue- 
sing verious phases of the work ef @ Sunday ¢echool., The 
epeaker slweye asveé for gqueetione and, after the firet meet- 
ing, there wae no heeitancy on the part of any of the tesachere 
to epeak up ebdout any current problem, This proved to be one 
of the features of the monthly neeting and without exception 
the teecher who could not attend would ea11 the Chaplain and 
exrlein why the absence was necessary, 

So there ia, in somewhat sketchy form, the beainnings 
of @ program of Relisious Sdueation for a Navel inetalistion, 
certainly 1t wes not everything thet giaht have been ceaired 
but it was a beginning of whet could develop into * means of 


meeting the neeés of the situstion. 
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Contacts made in peraon and br correspendence with 


other allitery Cheplains (Yavy, Army, and Air Fore), have 
resulted in inforaation which leads to the conclusion that 
the gevelornent of the program at Memphis was rather typical, 
there were some veriations of en insignificant nature, but 
the over<a21l picture waa quite consistent. 

Without exception, the other Cheplaing contacted had 
experienced Gifficulty in varying desrees when it came to 
obtaining quéerters for the ectivities of the Sunday School. 
Only two reported that the facilities were reslly adequate 
for the progras being carrieé on, Most of theee reporting 
indleateé that the local military authorities were very 
cooperative in that they made avallable to the Cheplain the 
meat sdequate facilities at their disposal, It seems clear, 
however, that the authorities in Yeshington who allocate 
funde for the erection of buildings given over to the reli- 


gious developuent of their constituency have not given serious 


thought to the needs of the children of service personnel 
living on the various military ané naval inetelletione, 

Yoet of the buildings now in use were erected for sone 
other purpose Curing war-time, True enough, chapels were 
erected by the hundreda but they were Little more than places 
where public worship services could be held, The aversge 


chapel consisted of a reetanguler building with seating 
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epece for some four hundred fifty or five hundred rereona, 
Baek of the sseristy @ very limited amount of office space 
wee provided for the Chaplaing, ‘Yith few exceptions no roone 
were provided in the chapel buildings for any sort of reli- 
gious ecuestional work. Of course, 14 sust be resenbered 
thet when these structures were erected there wae no thought 
thet they would ever be used for permanent inetelleations 
where chiléren of naval and other military personnel would 
be quartered. Sut the fact le that there are now a number of 
inetelletions being operated on & more or less permanent 
basis, where the number of children aboaré rune from a dozen 
or 80 to several hundred. They become the Cherlsin's respon- 
eibility insofar as religious instruction is concerned, and 
he must meet thet need as beet he may. The homan Catholic 
Chaplain holéa hie catechetical classes, but the averse 
Proteatant Chaplein feels that he must ¢c more than that to 
adequately meet the needs of the children committed to his 
care, 36 ench Chaplain has to take whatever steps may be 
necessary to procure the buildinge and equipment for the 
establishment of 4 progrem of religious education that will 
at least move toward meeting the needs of the particular situ- 
ation in whieh ke finds himself, 

Most of the Chaplains reperted difficulty in the mat~ 
ter of keecing a teaching staff intact. Some stated that it 
wae not at 611 unuevel for one teacher to have 46 meny as 


thirty ehildren in one class, dGne Chaplain stated that at 
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ene Heval Gase he hed an average attendance of elgehty at 
Sumiay School but wae never able te be aure of having more 
then two teechere present: In that situation, #11 children 
of tntermediate and Senior ages were put in one cléas and 
all of the younger ones in enother. 

We standardized wetheod of procuring and treining 
teachers con be said to exist @mong the allitary Chaplains, 
It seeme thet the average Chaplain goes sbout the watter much 
ae he @id while serving as & pastor in olvilian life. some 
seemingly have feirly good resulte and others rather poor. 
The majority reported staff conferences vere helé with sone 
cegree of regularity, but the indications were that soest of 
them amounted to little more than gocial satherings. 

The fact that the constituency of the Chaplain ia 
essentially of & transient nature probably leace te 5 feeling 
of pessimiem on the pert of some Chaplains. In moat Sunday 
&echecle in such situations the turn-over will average almost 
fifty percent annuelly, both of teachers end pupile. In 
apite of this, however, some ef the Chaplains indicated that 
they are trying to make the best of the matter and are inten- 
eifying their training programe so ae to make the most of 
the abilities their teachers poseess while they ere there on 
the job, One Chaplain reported that he alweys writes a let- 
ter to the Chaplain serving the srea te which one of his 
teachers may be transferred, In this letter he outlines the 


qualifications of the teacher and tells what she nas been 


ad 


éoing in the Sunday Sehool, Psarent-Teachers Agsoctation, or 
other groupe working for the best interests of the community. 
He says thet the results have been very gratifying, for most 
ef the Chaplains have replied efter having gotten the tesehber 
aepimilated in his religious education program, We also 

sare that many of the teachers have written after having 
arrived st their new duty station and have thanked him for 
hie interest in seeing that they vere welcomed into the new 
community. 

Precticelly a11 of the Chapleina contacted indicated 
that they had faced the same problem in the selection of suit 
able Sundsy Sehool literature ae thet encountered in the 
Memphis situation, One Chaplein reported that his Gunday 
Sehool uses Methodist literature one querter, Presbyterian 
the next, und Saptiat the next! One alternetes year by year 
vetweon Methodist and Presbyterian publications. Another 
uses literature from the Pilgrim Prees ané etill another uses 
thet put out by the Christian Beard of Publication, Your of 
them reported the use of Dewid ¢. Sook literature. In fact, 
the only thing the Chapleins 211 seemed to have in common in 
thie satter wae thet none were eatiefied with the solutions 
arrived et, even though most reported their teachers were 
generally satiefied. They #11 eeemed to feel that they have 
hed to compromise their own beliefs in the matter in order to 
arrive at something that would be et leaet half-way accept~ 


able to the parents and teachers with whom they work, That 
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L@, 211 but one who stated that he had had no problem whateo- 
ever. He had just selected the literature and given it to 
the teachers eaying, "Sere it le, Tesreh it," He atated that 
hie only problem wae thet of getting teachers whe would do 
what he told them to do! some of the Chaplaine felt that the 
Litereture they were using wie too dogaatic and toc sectarien, 
while others indicated the reverse to be true, 

411 of the Cheplaine indicated that there was no prob- 
lem insefar se reising money for equipment ené literature isa 
eoncerneé, The fasziliea who live on the militery instella- 
tions are eager, apparently, to de their part toward the 
eetadlishment of @ program that will provide religious 
inetruetion for their chiléren. They may not know much about 
whet should be sccomplished but the Chaplains report them 
willing to work to get ® program started, it has been found 
thet there are alwayea 4 number of skilled craftemen on any 
militery installation, and they have always proved to be more 
than willing to give of their tine for the building of equip- 
ment for the sehool. Carrenters, metalemithe, ané others, 
sre vueuslly present in greet numbers and many show up when 
the Chaplain calis for sesiatance in building tables, chairs, 
benches, blocke, and other necessary iteme. ost ef the 
larger military inatallistiona maintain large hobby shope and 
these gre utilised after working noure for the improvenent 
of the Sunday Sehool faeltlities. It has been the experience 


of many of the Cheplainge that it is far better to get the 
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father of Joey Srown ané gome of hie frienda to builé useful 
erticles for the Sunday Sehool, than it would be to take up 

& eolleetion to pay for whatever aight be needed. when a 

men vorke for eeversl nighte to build semething thet is being 
used by hie son or daughter, he will naturally have pride in 
the institution that is serving te guide the children in 
their development, “ore than one instance hae been siven of 
a femily having berun reculear attendance at Church beoauge of 
the father's having helped in the building of furniture for 
the Sundey Sehool, 

Another thing all of the Chaplains seen to have tn 
common is that their programs of Christian Hducetion are set 
up to deal almost exclusively with children threouch the 
Senior hepartment only. The majority of these reporting had 
only one clase for sdults end indicated that it le almost 
always poorly attended, thie seems to be & greatly neglected 
field of religious educational possibilities and certainly 
seserves a greet deal of study and experimentation, 

Most Chaplains have a chapter of the Service Yen's 
Chrietian League for the sailors, but that is reported ag 
having been attended only fairly well. These Chapters are 
organizeé slong the eame lines an the Chriatien Endeavor end 
Youth Fellowship groupe, The official publication of the 
League ie the “Link” magazine and lesson materiale are con- 
tained in each monthly isaue, This gaterial ie beeed on 


International Counetl of heligious tducation plans, and for 
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the most part is quite good, It is usually presented in lee- 
ture fora with some class discussion following. Two out of 
three Chaplaines state that they have nerson&élly led the dis- 
cugsion groups. Some have experimented with ley leaders but 
have apparently come to feel that the only way to keep the 
group intact ie to have minieateriel lesdership. The consen- 
gue of opinion ie that the discussion periods give oppertunity 
for renal understanding and growth, #e some fellow who hes not 
been brought up in a Christian family will a¢k intellicent 
quentione that cut aerosse the stereotyped phrases and get at 
the heart of the matter being studied. The meetings of the 
League sre helé at the time moet convenient for the men who 
will be most likely to attend. <4 number of Chaplaing report 
thet the tendency during the past few years is te hold the 
meetings on Sunday evenings. 

The Service Men's Christian League is not considered 
to be a part ef the activities of the regular sundésy school 
program, ané there is seldom, if ever, a feeling on the part 
of the individual members that they are a part of the overall 
progrem of religious education. One of the reasens for this 
46 that the average sailor is in the group at a particular 
atetion for only # short time, possibly six months or & year 
at moet. He becomes interestecd in the activities of the 
Leasue throush a buddy or has had contact with 1% at another 
station. He lines wp with the League and may work ot the job 


with enthusiasm for the time he te there, Sut the sailor who 


ao 


Goes this is unmarried, and the experience of the Chaplsine 
ia that he ie not likely to develop an intense interest in 
what the Chaplain i@ seeking to do for the children of 
othere. He ie likely to think of the Gundeay School and 
releéted activities ae existing for children. He thinks well 
of the progrem in the abetract, and may even volunteer hie 
services &¢ a bus driver or in some other capacity, but he 
pees no immediate relevance of the Sundey School to himself, 
411 of the Cherlains with whom this hae been discussed 
have indicated that they feel a need for spending nore time 
in helping theese people become eware of the things the Church 
ecught to be doing in the lives of a11 the people. Certainly 
ell agree that the averace program of Chrietien education 
being carried on outside the pulpit ministry ie confined te 


the children of the community for the most part, 
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fieligious gducation which the cheplain 


Lsic seucs _ 
In thinking over the things cone in setting up the 


progran of religious eGueation st Meaphiec, and in studying 
the reports other Chaplaine have made of egimilar activities, 
the writer is forced to conclude that, important as wap be 
the setters of obtaining sdequate building epece for claasec, 
training of teachers and other staff genbers, selecting sult- 
able literature, ond planning the curriculum, there Le a more 
fundasnental matter that sheuld be worked out by the Chaplain 
before any program is ever initiated, And that is the matter 
of objectives, He ought to know what it is thet he wante to 
accomplish, He sught to know what methods can beet be used 
te accomplish the desired resulte. This is no place for 
foggy thinking or erratic eniling. The Chaplain hed best 
clear hie miné and know that his cowpesse is true before he 
begine. Unless he does, the efforts of 811 concerned will be 
likely to just edd to the general confusion the average per« 
gon hag ebout the meaning of the Christian religion end its 
relevance to day by dey living. 

In oréer for any Chaplain to sake an intelligent deci- 
sion with regard te objectives he should be thoroughiy 
familiar with the underlying philosophy of each of the major 
atreams of thought regarding the religious educational pro- 
cess, It may be ansumed thet each Chaplain has been trained 
in a Seminary enpheaizing elther the traditional or the | 


progressive approseh to religious eduestion, 4leo, he hes 
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haé experience in & civilian pastorete where one or the other 
wee eupheieized in practice, 

The traditional frotestant teaching bas been that ail 
people are by nature sinnere, andi the purpose of religious 
education is to bring the individual te the point where he 
will make # Gecision for Christ ané accept Hie salvation. 
This view has sseumed thet such a decision would bring with 
it & power from without the individual thet would enable bia 
to “be Christian” in a11 of his goings from henceforth, 
wherese he hed been & sinner before the tine of decision, It 
hes agsumec that the inéividuel would thenceforth have the 
power to overcone any temptation that micht befell hiw, and 
to meet any situation with which he might be faeed ts a 
Christian, It has sseumed thet toie experience of conversion 
broveht to the individusel complete maturation of charector, 
Thie view, whether set forth in intellectusl treatiees or 
reviveliestiec sermons, contained the doctrines of God's abso- 
lute sovereignty, the depravity of man due tc original sin, 
the necessity of repentance ané complete faith in 7047, ani 
the expectation of the eternal heavenly life given by cod’s 
grace to the faithful and chosen, or the burning firee of 
hell to the unrepentant, These views of the nature of man 
ani of the cenditions for the eatabliehwent of a satisfactory 
reletionship with God naturally influenceé the content ané 
methoe of the religious educational progres developed by 


Preotestent denominations. 
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The first Sunday fehools in the United “tates, con- 
trary to popular opinion, were not set up for the purpose of 
giving religious inetruection, but for the teaching of the 
ruéizentes of eduestion to the ehnildren of the lese fortunate 
in the land. MNowever, within fifty years of the eatablish- 
ment of the first Sunday School here in 1755, moet of the 
Genominations head organized Sunday Gehool boards and vere 
devoting & great ceal attention to this mesns of teaching 
their ehildren ané youth, The prisary purpose eof the Sunday 
Sehool thus came to be that of teaching “sound doctrine.” of 


course, the doctrine taught by each denomination wae that 


which wae consigereé by the group to be sound and seving. 
The content and method of teaching varieé sowewhat but the 
centrel purpose wee the same. The Gible and verlous cate~ 
ehetics] material formed the besie for most of the instruction 

That the sia of religious instruction tn the 

Sundsy Sehool wae te show children their loat 

condition and to lend thea to seecept the say~ 

ing work of Christ and that revival methods 

shouled be useé in securing their conversion 

when they reached the age of secountabllity 

were generally accepted beliefs. 

Such viewers have not been eliminated from the thinking 
eof many people in the Christian world today. They have been 
modified by some denominations but it is probably safe to aay 
that the majority of Chureh School literature being preocuced 


in the United States today is based on the fundenental 
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assumptions of the authoritarisnian which developed during 
the heformation and continues to the eresent day. ‘when these 
gseumptions are held, then the teaching of relizion to ehil- 
Gren becomes @ matter of paecing on what the edult nembera of 
the Christian churches see ee “truth,” There ia little 
oppertunity fer eritical examination of whet ie being taught. 
Tt is the doctrine] rosition of the denomination that is to 
be empheaized and it ia taught in such a way ae to most 
effectually thwart questioning. It becomes & metter of 411 
or nothing, There can be no half-way meacuree, One sete the 
truth, @nd, becoming aware of hie leet condition, repents and 
{e saved, or turns his back upen the Lord's ¢ift of sHivation 
and is lost forever. 

If this preuise ie accepted then the plenning and 
execution of & program of Christian education ie made com- 
paratively elaple. Determine what the truth scetually is 
according to one's personal and denominationel beliefe, and 
then devise the best Literature for the propagation of this 
truth. Then gdecide what methods mey beet be used for rasaing 
this materisl on to the pupilie ané besin the indoctrination 
ef teechers for this specific task, This view of man ané how 
he comes to s saving relicious experience hee led to a rather 
widespread adoption of the Herbartian methods of instruction 
by which “the outeome oxpected ie stated in the sin, and the 
teaching plan conesiets of steps by which this predeterzined 


outcome is to be resehed. Therefore, the precedure is 
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léeslly suited for teaching authoritatively doctrines or 
interpretations of the Chrietian religion. *@ 

But this view wae challenged as far back as 1836 on 
strictly theological grounds. Horace Bushnell objected to 
the revivalistic method thet claimed to heave 413 the truth, 
ané he pointed out that wheat a ehild will ultimately becone 
depends to @ great extent upon the conditions under which he 
growe up, the home life being the most important single fae- 
tor. In 1844 Sushnell sublished an article setting forth 
the idea that chiléren sight be brought up in & truly 
Christien home, ané with loving nurture be able to attain to 
the atate of character the eonvereion experience wae supposed 
te bring exclusively. This View wae attacked by the na jority 
of the religious leaders of hie day, but it served to bring 
to a head the ieasue which has continued to confront religious 
educatore to this day. 

The medern ploneer in the so-calleé “liberal” reli- 
gious educations] movement, was George A, Coe, one of the 
founders of the Neligious “uecation Agsociation, Taxing into 
consideration what the authoritarian view hed secomplished, 
and being aware of the modern developments in education, 
peychology, end socielegy, Coe pointed out that Christian 
eGucation shovld consist of the constant reconstruction of 


the purposes of individuals end society. He pointed out that 
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man ia to ® great extent the product of bis social existonce, 
and thet the inéividual in his social relationshipa should be 
the center of coneern for Chrisatien eduestion, He says “the 
depravity that the child exhibite ... 16 commonly not that 

of hie own heart, but that of remedieble faults of adults and 
in sduit society." There have been developmente in reli- 
gious education since Coe, but in ceneral it may be said 

that the best liberel thoucht has been founded upon or hee 
been developed out of Coe's presuprositions, 

But that whieh we have termed the “best liberal 
thought” has never been tranelated inte practical eetion in 
the m@jority of our Pretestent churches. Indeed, it may be 
eaid that only 2 small minority have employed methode con~ 
#iatent with the tenehinges of Coe. However, more and more 
people in the field of religious education have come to be 
ineresaingly aware of the shorteomings of the tradi tional 
methods, The inereseing seculerization of life in this 
country during and immediately following the Firet World Yar 
led te the appointment of s committee by the International 
Couneil of Relisiove F4ueation, for the purpose of developing 
& curriculum thet would be more in line with the neetis of 
the echiléren and youth of our churches, fr, Yilliem Clayton 
Bower wae head of thia comalttee which worked for several 


yeers in the construction and development of a new ourriculua, 
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This Curriculum Committee placed the emphaeie upon crowing 
experienoe of the chila to be taught rether than vpon the 
materiale or dectrines. ft did not ignore the Sibie nor 
minimise ite importance, but pointed out that lta great value 
Lies in being properly used 5s & resource for those who would 
know how men in the paet have searched for and found fellow- 
shir with God and with each other. 


The concern of Christian Education is to 
help persons, whether yvoune or cid, to live 
ae Christians, ... to fece the actusél situ- 
ations that their world presente ta then 

ené to resolve the tasues invelveé in terns 
of Christian values and eurposes. In a 
world of change attention needa to be civen 
ee much to the possibilities of present 
experience arp to the precedente of past 
experience. The end of education is not 

the acquisition of knowledge or ideas as 
such, but the organization of growing knowl- 
eéve for the more competent and fruitful 
ordering of life, Thie means thet education 
shevlé be pointed definitely toward action 
in the making and remaking of personel and 
gociel life. 


This committee alec pointed cut that Chrietian education, in 
order to meet the cdemanés of modern life, would heave to go 
beyond the casual Sunday School instruction reriods which 
deeit with the presentetion of "lesasons.” VMealiszing thet 
{aproveéd means of comsunication have reeulted in our Living 
no longer in ieoclateéd culture patterne but in a society that 


has become secularized in the schools ami even in the homes, 


4rnternetional counetl of Religious Kducation, 
Chriatian eaucstion Today, mp. 14. 
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the committee further stated that 

Christian education is related to every phace 

of the whole of living, involving the fenily, 

vocation, the functions of eltizsenship, end 

the intellectual, sorel and seathetiec saetivi-~- 

ties... “ariatian eduestion sddrestes tteelif 

to the Christian crowth of the whole person. 

It takes inte full seeount the enotional life 

ef persons and groupe as well ae their intel- 

licence, 5 
Sven though these recounendations were mede by the committee 
set up by the International Counell of Religious Séucation, 
they vere never civen complete tuplenentation, True enough, 
there are churches here and there across the lend thet have 
sought to put theee principles into praetice in their Sunday 
Schoole and related activities, but the fact remains that 
protestanties by and large has never set up a curriculum thet 
would be true to the Bower Committee's recommendations. The 
hope of these who ere in sympathy with thie progressive or 
Liberal philosophy of religious education would seem to lie 
in those churches that have put into operation such & progran 
and are achieving definite reeults thereby. 

The adoption of such & program of religious education 
woulé reevlt in an entirely different view of wheat materials 
should be presented for etudy. The question that vould be 
uppermost in the minde of those planning the courgen of study 
for any @fe group would be: If this the beet available 


material for the promotion of the spupil's own best and highest 
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quality of life st this particular time anc stage of cevelop- 
went? hie would net make lees sacred any of the aateriala 
used by the churches in the paat, but would make all of life 
something to be viewed os sacred, In the words of A. J. 
Willies Myers; 

$0a's whole universe ie Hie book, fe revenle 

himself in the Bible, in history, and in 1ite 

erature, in art and in music, in nature, and 

in seience, in the factory and in &1]1 the daily 

occupations of everyday life, Out of this 

storehouse, so rich and veried in its contents, 

the yhee ateverd brings both what is old and 

new, . 
Ang net only would thie attitude be taken toward the selec~ 
tion of materials from #11 of life, but these planning the 
eourses of study would eer in mind the results of modern 
éisecveries ae to how learning takes place, It would reeult 
in the adoption of the principle laid down by Jobn Dewey: 
lesrning best takes place when the child can see the rele- 
vance of the subject matter to life as he understanda 1t. 
fo Quote Myers again: 

All materiel must be meaningful te the pupil. 

There is no reason or exouce for teaching 

anything to pupile that ia meaningless in the 

hope thet some day it may be of use, Gener 

aily the miateke is made not so auch of 

presenting “advenceé” material ae of present~ 

ing whet is foreign $0 the supil’s whole 

worle of experience. 


If the objective of & program of Chricetian education 
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is te enable indivicuele to crew in christian expertence and 
character, then that must be the eriterion ty which materials 
amd methoda are to be evaluated, Gn the other band, if the 
objective is tc make the individual aware of hia lest condi- 
tion and bring him to a readiness for the converaton expe- 
rience, the materiel selected will be that containing “saving” 
ymowledce, and the method emrloyed will be that of authori-~ 
terianiem. ‘To eaphasizce thie point and to set the two 
positione in clear relief see the following etatement made by 
Prefessor HZlliott coneerning the Sewer Committee's report on 
eurriculua: 


In treéitional Protestant religious education, 
the Bible ané the secepted interpretationea of 
religion are the organizing center, and reli- 
gious edvuexstion is conceived as an improved 
methedology for teaching the Bible end Chris~ 
tien truths; in the Bower repert life ei tua- 
tions sre the organizing center ang the Sible 
is utilized as an aid in meeting these situa- 
ticns on @ Chriatien basis. in traditions: 
Protestant religious education, Christian 
faith end practice are considered os Glready 
known, and education ia 6 method of securing 
their acceptance and application; in the 
Zover report, what ie Christian in faith and 
prectice 16 to be Glacovered in ané through 
the educations) precess. In traditions) 
Pretestant religious education, the teaching 
ia & preparation for the experience of con- 
version; in the Sower report, it is aseumed 
thet Chrietian faith end experience are to 

be realized throush ata from early child- 
nood te adult years,’ 


So the individual Chaplain ts inevitably forced te 


choore between the fundamental aasumptions outlined above 1f 


sn oat elbcemetslinmetlemnlieteal 


e easel 


NE Nevin 


8 Elliott, op. ett., p. 62. 


i | 7 


bes eacelveges aetiatrid> ni vote os. ntaudtvthat ekéaan ofet 
sleleetae doler t4 colted ino ed? ed. tewm send mod? ytatoepede 
od? Y1 ,hont todte eds go .betawlove o¢ of ete abediem. tas 
~itmer fool aid to enews Lewhtvibel ef? ene of 82 evesooide | 
-eqee coletevnop ead? 103 caenibest s ef ald goied hes eee 1a 
umtves” gataletqce sade od (ftw beteekes Letvetamedt yeonste |” 
~fredewe Yo gad? od If2w Beyotame Bodden et? tne yegdetvods | 
avd eff jaa of baw totea wid esteadque of. .nainatuas 
qd aban dnenetade natwalls>d edt. pea telies seek a1. svoleteng 
no $t0qe © 'sesslamed tewod add ypaimteenme srett{S weeaetets 
* dame otra | 
. ae | 


fet sJasdnesort Lamotstiets at ‘ 


*ahey 


-alad> tas efdjeé ed? gy 
weulle etl @2oqet towel off al 4 


and ‘ FI ova 

Thsetls eh botsHloa00 prays, vv bas cat par 

qulweoes to bodéen « af coltaoube baa . ae « 

nee ecg al sonneees tra oonatqnoose ales? 
" 


| of heowet eles! trent af ntetomt? fewbev thas ods oe 
! erode hegiffac ecelicmwess [ages ket G87 seewsed Seedde 


SS © dies rele 


he ie to give intelligent direction to the program of reli- 
gicus educetion which he weuld gat up on & military inetalla- 
tion to meet the needs of hie constituency. what his 
decision will be depends creatly upon the backround end 
training of the individual Chaplain. The chances are very 
good that he will attempt to do about the eame sort of thing 
in the service that he would do in civilian Life ss pastor of 
& perish church, In fet, he will likely d@o in the service 
the esne sort of thing that he hes alresdy done in perish 
Life. It &11 depends upon the individual and how susceptible 
bo is te change. He can lesslly Go what he thinks best, to 
the extent that those who make up hie congregations are wil- 
ling to @@ #long with hia. Navy Regulations do net bind hie 
to any perticuler type of religious education, either sa te 
method or philosophy, but give complete freedom to preach end 
teach “secording to the manner ané forme of the echureh of 
whieh he 1s 6 member.”* and for all practical purpeses we 
may say thet examples of both suthoriterian ond libersi tyres 
of religious edveation may be found within eny particular 
senomination represented in the chaplainey of the military 
services, “what the individual Chaplein believes about the 
nature of man and how he may ettain eslivation will determine 
whether or not the trogram will be authoritarilen or progres- 


Give. There is no zet rule in the military services other 
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* United States Navy Kegulations, 1948, Artilele O607, 
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than that stated and it is extremely unlikely that there will 
ever be handed te the Chaplain & program outiine to be put 
into effect, 

Tt ia the conviction of the writer of thie paper that 
any Chaplein should study esrefully the fundamentsl sesump- 
tione of each of the prevalent streams of Christian education 
ang throvgh prayerful consideration of the children who are 
unéer hia care come to gone definite conelusions before pro- 
¢eeding in setting wp a program of religious eduestion, Then 
he will at least know what he te trying to do and whether or 
not the methods he 1s employing are those whieh heave proved 


to be sost effective. 
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IV. Some Conclusions 


As Selection and Training of Texchers. 


All mintateres are faced with the perennial problem of 
getting and teening teschere who are really qualified for 
their duties in the religious educational pregram, Moat of 
the tine the minister hae to reeruit teachers on the bagia 
of their willingnees to “do their best,” rether than on the 
basia of actual competency. He takes then as they are and 
horet that they will attend hie yearly training inatitutes 
and thereby become more or lese qualified for the teaching of 
the eleares to which they are assigned, 

The Cheplain in the military services ia brought fece 
te fece with thie problem in an intensified form. It ie @ 
rere instence when any teacher remains on the same inetalle- 
tion for more than two yeare, ter husbend’s noraal tour of 
duty at any one place is two yearea or less, so even the maxi- 
mum time the Checlein can count on any one individual am 4 
teecher is two yeere, and usually lees, It 1a safe to aay 
that the personne] turn-over will average at lemet alxty 
nercent efor your, 

Ae to the methode of rrecuresert of teachers for 4 
program of relicious efveation on & ailitery instellation, 
each Chaplain will Likely have some particulier teehnique 
which he relies upon rather heavily. Hawever, it base been 
found that the fcllowing four precedures, if centinued over 


a period of time, will yield very satisfactory results. 
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Firat, the Chaplain should write regular articles for 
the station newsparer, inforsing the resifenta of the work 
ané the needs of the Sunday Scheal end ether religious edu- 
entional activities. The efitore of these papere will weleomea 
such articles, serticulerly if they are well written, and 
they will be read by those who ere connected with the milti- 
tery establiehment. Sometimes it will be posaibie to have 
some menver of the etarf whe may be perticuiarly well quallie 
fied in jJourntliem to write a weekly “Deligicue Réucetion” 
eolumn, But even if the Cheapisin bes perecnelly to write 
the srticles 1t will be well worth the effort required. 

seconc, the Chaplain sheuld present the need for work- 
ers when he epeske te the Farent Teacher Ageociation groups. 
This will ineure contect with prebably ninety percent of the 
parenta whe have children in the publiie sehool concuctec on 
the station. in addition 1% wlll open the way for talks 
with indivicusl public #eehool teachers who sre quite often 
giadé te ehsre in the wore of the Sunday Gehool and related 
aetivities, ost of these people will have read the 
Chaplain's newspaper erticles already end will be wore 
likely to reepené than will theee who have no children, 

Thiré, each family should be vielted by the chaplain 
as soon #8 poseible after ite arrival aboard the station, 
Every Chaplain knows how to procure liste of these moving to 
or from the area, A well-timed cali mey be inetrusentsl not 


only in setting the children enrelieéd in the Sundey Sehool, 


but Slec in cbtainine the services cf some well-quelifted 
teschere. 

Fourth, it 1@ weli to mention the need for workers 
froma the pulpit from time to time. Thies could well be over- 
éone out the matter of reperte to the entire congreretion aes 
to the etatue of the religious educstions1 rreogrem ie very 
definitely worth-while. 

Of ecuree, the Chaplain will want to interview each 
prospective teacher before turning over to her & cless of 
ohildren. It would be impossible for @nyone to lay down a 
set of rules to govern absolutely the selection of any parti- 
cular pereon ae & teacher. However, it is obvicus thet the 
person whose idese gre Glametrically opposed to these of the 
fheaplain and thie constitvency could not logically be placed 
in @® position of leadership. Yor instance, one Chanléin wae 
approached ty a person who purported himself to be an expe- 
rienced Sunday Sehool teacher and whe had been “teld by the 
Lord” to take over a particuler clees which wee under the 
supervision ef the Cheplain, In diseussing the matter with 
thia san it soon beecsme apparent thet he ceuld not teach in 
thie particular Gunday School at all. He hed “gone to seed” 
on the Book of faniel and, from the Chaplain’s point of view 
&t least, would have éierupted the entire Sunday @ehool if 
given the opportunity. (Tulse aan, incidentslly, le mow in & 

| mentel inetitution,) certainly the Charlain will want to be 


gure that the person put in the place of responsibility the 
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teacher occuplee will be one who is competent in geome neagure 
to @o0 the sort cf thins he conceives to be necessary, 

all of these factors add vp te mean that the Chaplain 
must have some sort of continuous tescher-treining program, 
Here eeein there will be veriations of method but something 
will Bave to be done or the religious educational pregram 
will bog ¢own for leek of teachers. ‘Some have found that the 
most workable pian has been to have an understudy for each 
active teacher, Thie will insure “on the jeb training” and 
will serve to make replacements easier when teachera are 
traneferred away, Tt wil} Bleo be better for the chiléren, 
for they will never feel that @ radicel change is being made 
when the teacher leevee, They will be making @n ad juatment 
to © new agetetent rather than to a new head teacher, 

Anether way of providing valuable training ie to hold 
regulnr monthly éepertmentsl meetings for the purpose of 
giving 211 teachers an opportunity to ¢iscuse frankly their 
mutual problems, It will be poesible in most eaeltuatione for 
the Chaplain to srrange for en ceessional vielt to these 
departzental meetings of leacera in various rhesee of rell- 
gioue eduention in the nearest city, Mort chapleins seem to 
heave had the experience that the lesding people in the large 
churches sre more than gla¢ te aanist those working in the 
sunday Schocle ané other related activities connected with 


military inetellatione, 
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Tt would also be well to send teneheres to visit 
ehurehes in nearby cities where exceptionsl work is being 
cone in religious efucation, fy observing the methods and 
procedures ef these who have been succeseful over a long 
perioe of time, young teachers are often inapired to beeose 
better workera with those in their charge. One Cheplein 
reported that it was reseible to “apprentice” eneh of his new 
teachers to the leading worker in any particuler department 
in the lerge churches cf the city fifteen miles away. He 
stated that, almost without exception, eseh of these now 
teaching in hie Sunday School bed epent from three to four 
sessions with what he considered a “model” eclese in one of 
the larger churches of the city. He had @ working arrangce- 
ment with four different departments of three different 
churches and felt that the total pregram of relicicus eéuca- 
tion on hie station wae greatly enhanced thereby. 

2. Tegerding the Selection of Litereture to be Used. 

Before @ cholce of literature enn be made it will be 
necessary for the Chaplain end those working with him in the 
progsran to arrive at @ clear uncerstanding of the ebjective 
for which their offerts ere being expended, If it ie decided 
to use the Sunday Geheol aeesions as & means of transmitting 
certain “saving” knowledge to the pupiie, then the literature 
will be selecteé on the baeie of how well it contributes to 
thet end, There are various materisle aveaileble from the 


genominational mublishinge houses that aprroach religious 


4&6 


ecucation in thie manner, It mey be that some Chaplaine will 
fing thet their conetituency will went to study first one and 
then @nother denominational appreach, It has already been 
indicated in thie paper that at lesst one Naval Station 
Sunday Sehool is doing thie sort of thing. 

It fe @lso possible to cbhtain literature put out by 
non-Cenominetionsl cublishing heuses. Some of thie is based 
on the International Leseone ané some on the work of inde~ 
penéent writers. In any event the material should be studied 
very cerefully before being put into the hende of teachers 
for use in the tesching of children, 

There may be situations where the “hanlain and people 
went to place the emphaeis upon the promresaive development 
of the child in Chrietian experience ané character, In this 
case the gateriale selected for study will of necessity be 
quite éifferent fron thoae used in a program thet hee as ites 
mein objective the teaching of sound doctrine, 

Without attempting to list specific litereture that 
might be used in each of these situsticne, 1% muet be pointed 
out that the materiale to be used must be selected in line 
with the baeie objective of the relicious education program. 
The great queation to be kept in sind fe this: oes thie 
literature hele in attaining the objective for which the 
program exiatse? Ie 1t the beat available material for 


atteining the ¢esired ends? 
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Tt may well be that, on the basis of etudy and experi- 
sentation, some of the litereture will be obtained from one 
publiehing house and some from another. Indeed, it is not 
likely that a diseriminating Charlein will find all ef the 
literature of any one publishing house equally acceptable for 
B11 Bee e£rourinegs. 
One thing that will have to be considered st 611 timee 
ie thet no matter whet the objectives may be, no literature 
should be used unless it comes within the understanding of 
the individuale for whom it is intended, It hee been found 
that real lesrning ¢oes not take place ocuteide the ability 
and underetanding of the indédividuel., Im other worgs, the 
Literature must be relevant te the inédividusl where he te now 
if 1% is te be effective. Pfrefessor fower has well ssid that 
os» Offective character education will best 
achieve its ende by working from beginning to 
end within the concrete exrerience of growing 
persons, tt will berin with behavior ratterne 
@6 it finds them in the going experience of 
percons. It will preceed by ageiatine crowing 
pereons to form some judgment about thease pat- 
terme, It will assist versone to understand 
their experience ené the factors of ite eon- 
trol, On the baeie of such & jJudsment ané such 
an underatending, 1% will seeist growing per 
gons to reconstruct their behavior oatternsa 
from what they ere into what, in the light of 
their eqerging set of valuer, they ¢esire then 
to be, 

Walle he wea writing about that which he considered to be 


effective meane of character eGuceation, we may be equelly 
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Sure that authoritarian teaching must also besin with the 


pereon where he fe if Lts objective isa ta be seoomplished. 


Parente in the total Proaraa. 9 
There hae been bullt up over the yeare the seneral 


ifen thet parents should teke or send thelr children to the 
cunday Sehocl, and thet it te the businees ef the teachers, 
under the supervision of the pastor, to see that they receive 
the necessary religious inetruction. More and more it has 
oome to be the rule that the parents pay little or no atten- 
tion te whet or how the chtldren are teucht, Often the 
parents gre called torether on raliy day or promotion dey to 
hear their children reelte verees or sing sonce eanpecially 
rehearsed for the occassion, If the children make a reaeon- 
ably good showing the average parent goes blisaefully along to 
await the next such oceasion wherein Junior will heve another 
chance to ghow what he has memorized, 

Today, horever, the leaders in relictous education 
have cone to be glwost unenimous in their belief thet the 
parente muet Irnow something of the objectives of the tuntay 
“gheel and releted activities, and further, that they auat 
be evmpathetic with those objectives and really cooperative 
toward the total prregram if the best resulta are to be 
odtatined. This le true rerzerdless of what the objective may 


be, whether that of promigeting the doctrines of ultra~ 


fundamentalian or that of developing Christien character 
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through erowth and experience in the most modern religious 
eduesationsal system in the land, In thie connection we can 
agein refer to the Dower Comaittee’s report which points out: 

Ae the primery and most intimate social group, 

the femily ie rotentially the most important 

naeans of Chrietian education for #11 ite mem- 

bere, If the purposes, reletionshipe, and 

attitudes which prevail in the family are 

beoatealily Chriatian, and if the aetivities in 

whieh the family engsges include those which 

bring the religious life to articulate expres- 

sion, we have in the familly the ideal setting 

for Christian education. Mo greater oppor- 

tunity confronts the church than thet F 

helping families te achieve this idear,42 

Thies being true, the Chaplein will make aure that a 
definite prorram for enlieting the cooperation of the parents 
ia undertaken. This will be & centimiing coneern cf the 
Shaplain, for we may be aure that, regardless of hie own 
ideas on religious education, he will not be able succens- 
fully to cerry on & program that bas se ite mein interest an 
objective thet has not 2ained the seceptence of the parents. 
Just how the greatest possible degree of ccoperstion 

may be elicited from the parents is something thet each 
chaplain will have to work out with hie staff. One Chaplein 
haa found it very heleful to have 4 monthiy supper for par~ 
ents and teeehers. This ensblese them to cet Setter sequainted 
for they are seated according to interest groups, and thus 
anare their autual problems with regerd to Gill, John, end 


Weary. It is Slao possible to see that ench home receives a 
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copy of & magaaine for parente thet desle with the objectives 
of the type of religtove education crocras beilne conducted, 
in & poll teken on one Navel Sase it wae found that ninety 
five pereent of the parents resd one or nore artieles in the 
Literature sent thes each month by the Gunday School. Gne 
‘haplain reports that each quarter he gends out & question- 
neire to eich home requesting an evaluation of the work being 
done by the Gundey Seneol. Se suya the response is eluost 
ene hundred percent and that the reeultse of these queation- 
naires ere discussed fully at his staff meetings, Some 
literature aveileble previdee for weekly work by the parente 
and ebiléren et home in the study of leason materiale, There 
is ® danger here thet the perents may be made just sonitora, 
and thet the children will come to resent the study, put it 
ig one methed of seeing that the rerents know what the 
jundey Sehool is trying to ¢o for their children. 

corteinly we guat agree that, whatever the method 
employed, it is vitally neceesary to see thst the parents sre 
avare ef the objectives of the progres ané that they are 
cooperative. Gtherwise, it will be moet difficult to secom- 
plish the end for which the Sunday School wae establianed, 
whether 1% be that of pasaing on # wedy of enowledge which 
may bring the ehild to en awareness of hia need for salvation, 
or for the purrose of aiding the child te grow in Chriatian 


chermeter through experience in Livine. 
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